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REF : A.  KUALA  LUMPUR  1484  - WAITING  ON  GAMBARI 

J.B.  STATE  137644  - KEEPING  PRESSURE  ON  THE  REGIME 
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Classified  By:  Charge  David  B.  Shear  for  reasons  1.4  (b  and  d) . 

!1 . (C)  Charge  delivered  ref  A demarche  on  October  11  to 

Malaysian  Foreign  Ministry  Secretary  General  Rastam  Mohamed 
Isa.  Charge  expressed  appreciation  for  Foreign  Minister  Syed 
Hamid 1 s statements  October  7 urging  the  Burmese  regime  to 
begin  a dialogue  without  preconditions  with  ASSK  and  the 
pro-democracy  opposition.  Charge  asked  for  Malaysia's 
reaction  to  Gambari ' s October  5 statement  before  the  UNSC. 
Rastam  confessed  that  he  had  not  seen  the  Gambari  statement, 
but  he  expected  that  it  was  in  line  with  the  briefing  Gambari 
provided  to  Malaysia's  UN  Permanent  Representative  in  New 
York.  Rastam  expressed  keen  interest  in  the  outcome  of  the 
current  deliberations  over  a UNSC  President's  statement. 

!2 . (C)  Charge  said  he  had  been  instructed  to  seek  Malaysia's 

reaction  to  the  possibility  of  ASEAN  appointing  a special 
envoy  to  Burma.  Such  an  envoy  would  support  Gambari ' s 
mission;  reinforce  ASEAN ' s strong  interest  in  resolving 
Burma ' s current  problems ; and  provide  a means  f or  ASEAN  to 
engage  both  China  and  India  in  support  of  positive  change  in 
Burma.  The  SecGen  responded  that  the  idea  of  a special  envoy 
was  one  Malaysia  could  consider,  but  it  would  need  to  be 
discussed  with  ASEAN.  Rastam  hinted  that  ASEAN  had  already 
heard  of  the  proposal  but  offered  no  thoughts  on  how  the 
group  might  have  taken  it  up.  How  ASEAN  would  do  it  and  when 
would  be  important  questions,  he  said. 

!3 . (C)  Rastam  added  that  ASEAN  would  need  to  weigh  Burma ' s 

reaction  to  the  special  envoy  proposal,  noting  that  Burma  was 
in  the  process  of  dealing  with  Gambari.  This  appeared  to  be 
having  some  success,  and  there  was  a need  to  let  Gambari  do 
his  job,  Rastam  commented.  Malaysia  and  ASEAN  strongly 
supported  Gambari,  and  ASEAN  would  need  to  see  what  comes 
next  for  the  UN  envoy ' s mission.  Rastam  refused  to  comment 
on  whatever  deliberations  ASEAN  countries  may  be  having  with 
regard  to  addressing  the  Burma  issue  in  the  November  ASEAN 
Summit . 

!4 . (C)  Comment:  Rastam ' s initial  reaction  was  not 

enthusiastic . The  concept  of  an  ASEAN  special  envoy  for 
Burma  will  immediately  rekindle  in  Malaysian  minds  memories 


of  Foreign  Minister  Hamid 1 s bitter  experience  in  trying  to 
carry  out  a somewhat  similar  role  in  early  2006.  The  extent 
to  which  other  ASEAN  members  support  and  take  ownership  of 
the  special  envoy  concept  will  be  more  important  to  the 
Malaysians  than  future  U.S.  endorsement. 
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